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I.—Forericn Po.rtics. 


The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th May, says that the trial of the sunpwan sannvamt, 
_ Maharaja of Manipur should not be entrusted to May 19th, 1991. 
= of the Maharaja of Mani- Pnolish military officers. These latter have seen 
and heard much in Manipur that have already’ 

prejudiced them against the Maharaja, and it is not at all probable that they 
will be able to try the Maharaja impartially. It is therefore desirable that a 
Commission should be appointed in Calcutta to try. the Maharaja, and the 
Maharaja should be allowed to engage pleaders and barristers for his defence. — 
2. The Sahachar, of the 20th May, hasthe  — Sa#acuas, 
: following in connection with Manipur :— a 

The eg relating to the Manipur affair seem to have been garbled 
beforehand. The fact is that if Government had intended to do everything 
publicly, Mr. Quinton would not have been sent to Manipur. That the object 
of Mr. Quinton’s visit was kept secret is clear from the fact that the Senapati 
himself went out to receive him. And if he had known of Mr. Quinton’s intentions 
in regard to him, he would not have come to the Residency to attend the durbar, 
Even Mr. Grimwood was for a long time kept in ignorance of Mr. Quinton’s 
plan. There can be no doubt that Mr. Quinton tried to arrest the Senapati at 
the durbar, and it is useless trying to find a justification for this part of his 
conduct. And say what the Government of India may to the contrary, it is 
certain that what Mr. Quinton attempted to do was calculated to bring disgrace 
on the English nation. The matter admits of no defence. But whilst throwing 
all responsibility on the shoulders of a dead officer, Government can still praise 
him by saying that he acted like an honest man. Buta defence of this nature — 
smellsof Russian diplomacy. It was inthis way that Count Neaselrode defended 
the conduct of the Russian ambassador in the Court of Persia. When the King 
of Persia suddenly attacked Herat, the Russian ambassador and some Russian 
officers assisted him in the undertaking. And, then when England protested 
against this conduct of the Russians, Neaselrode said that they (the Russians) 
were only assisting a friendly king in his difficulty. 

On being asked by Lord Ripon whether or not rewards had been set upon 
the heads of the Jubaraj and Senapati, Lord Cross said that he could not believe 
the story, and the news was then sent to England that it was the Chief Com- 
missioner of Assam who issued the proclamation setting the rewards. This is 
also diplomacy on the lines of Count Neaselrode’s. Could the Chief Commis- 
sioner of Assam issue a proclamation of this nature and thereby violate international 
law without the permission of the Government of India? And supposing that 
the proclamation was really issued by the Chief Commissioner of Assam on his 
own responsibility, has the- Government of India cancelled it up to this time? — 
The fact is that under Lord Lansdowne the political morality of the Government 
of India is deteriorating. His Excellency was in independent Canada where he 
could exercise no power. But the case is different in India. Here there is no 
one to bring the Governor-General to account. Mr. Smith is even of opinion 
that the Government of India should not be held responsible to Parliament. It 
-isno wonder therefore that thete should be abuse of power. The writer is - 
sorry to say that Government’s action inthe Manipur affair has not increased 
its reputation. It was certainly very inproper to do what is considered repre- 
hensible even when done by the Amir of Afghanistan. The writer is glad to 
learn that inquiry has shown that during the attack on the palace of the Maha- 
raja of Manipur no women or children were killed. | 

8. The Banganivdsi, of the 22nd May, considers it surprising that the _B4N4Nrvasi, 
Viceroy has, in his Manipur despatch, referred to the ™*y #4, 1891 
comments made by Mr. Grimwood on the letter 
addressed by Maharaja Surachandra to Government in his own defence, but has 
made no reference to the letter itself. Anybody with the least discernment can 
see that Maharaja Surachandra and Mr. Grimwood were not on good terms with 
each other. And this has been clearly indicated by the Maharaja in his letter 
of the 9th February to the Foreign Department. After a perusal of that letter, 
no one can say that Mr. Grimwood’s proceedings were lawful. 

Almost all the letters addressed by Mr. Quinton to Government are full of 
abuse of the Maharaja Surachandra. Mr. Quinton declared in those letters that 
no Manipur subject desired that Maharaja Surachandra should return. But how 
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is one to reconcile this statement with that of Mr. Grimwood to the effect that 
the people of Manipur came in crowds to the Residency to take their last leave 
of the Maharaja, and bitterly lamented his departure from the State? On the 
strength of Mr. Grimwood’s assurance, Mr. Quinton also disbelieved the statement 
of Maharaja Surachandra to the effect that he did not abdicate the throne of his 
own free will. | 

The writer does by no means contend that the Maharaja is perfectly guilt- 
less. But whatever his offences, Government should have, in simple justice, 
listened to his prayer for the deputation of some officer to Manipur not prejudiced 
against him like Mr. Grimwood for the purpose of making enquiries. The 
Maharaja boldly stated that the English Government would see how much he 
was loved by his people if it sent him to Manipur witha few men. Why did 
not Government listen to that prayer ? ae 

The strong advocacy of Kulachandra in depreciation of Surachandra is a 
little suspicious. Kulachandra had no better claims upon Government than 
Surachandra. Surachandra had rendered some service to Government, was 
bound to it by a treaty, and had sought its protection. But Kulachandra has 
rendered no service to Government that one can learn from public records. All 
that is known is that Mr. Grimwood was on the side of Kulachandra, and that 
therefore Mr. Quinton also advocated his cause. But was this a valid reason for 
Government’s installing Kulachandra as Maharaja of Manipur ? 

Again, whence this strong antipathy of Government to Tekendrajit? All 
that is urged against Tekendrajit in the letters of Govenment is that he was a 
powerful and influential man and virtual ruler of Manipur, and that his influence 
was not favourable to the interests of British supremacy The Viceroy has 
indirectly admitted that: Tekendrajit did no injury to the English Government. 
Did the Government then seek to banish him for no other offence than that of 
being powerful? The members of Parliament are certainly not so foolish as not 
to understand such a plain thing. 

Again, it is stated in one part of the despatch that it is not to be supposed 
that Mr. Quinton wanted to arrest Tekendrajit treacherously, and Govern- 
ment sanctioned that proposal. But it is stated in another part of the despatch 
that Mr. Quinton certainly believed that it was lawful to arrest the Commander- 
in-Chief in a public durbar. All that the writer would say here of this explana- 
tion of Government in regard to Manipur affairsis that the explanation had 
better not been given. 

That Cashmere has fared so ill 1s because it is situated on the frontior between 
the English lion and the Russian bear. And it is the misfortune of Manipur that it 
is situated near the homes of savage tribes. The Russian scare brought about the 
misfortune of Cashmere, and the Chinese and Lushai scare has brought about this 
misfortune of Manipur. Fine justice this! A Burmese railway through Manipur 
was also needed for the firm establishment of British rule and for the proper 
development of British trade in Upper Burma. And this has necessitated the 
annexution of Manipur. Will, then, Manipur be really annexed? It is said 
that it will be. But Manipur is a poor country, and it will be a burden on the 
English Government. , . 

4, The Urdu Guide and Darussalianat, of the 22nd May, says that the 
policy of Government in Manipur has been quite 
inscrutable. ‘T’here can be no doubt that Govern- 
ment’s interference in the affairs of that State was quite unjustifiable. At any 
rate, seeing what a drain the occupation of Manipur is likely to be upon the 
Indian Exchequer, the British Government should see its way to retiring from 
that State after having made it over to the deposed Maharaja Surachandra 
Singh or to his lawful heir, 

5. The Samay, of the 22nd May, takes exception to the sentence of death 
which has been passed on Niranjan Singh, the 
ex-sepoy who fought against the English in his 
capacity of a Subadar in the Munipur army, and observes as follows: — 

If it could be proved that Manipur is a feudatory State, then of course 
those who took part in the recent disturbance could be justly punished as rebels. 
But as no such proof has yet been given, Manipur must be regarded as an indepen- 
dent State, and the men involved in the recent disturbance cannot possibly be 
treated as rebels against the British. Government. ‘These men simply acted 


British policy in Manipur. 
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under the orders of their own Government, and cannot be justly taken to task 
bY the English Government for what they did in carrying out those orders. 
If the English are really anxious to administer impartial justice, they will 
certainly take this into consideration. _ | 

Pending the approval of the Viceroy, the sentence of death which has been 
passed on Niranjan and Minjaro has not yet been executed. The bloodthirst 
English have in the meantime constructed a gallows in front of the Palace in 
Manipur ; but they should bear in mind that the execution of these two men at 
the present moment may again excite the Manipuris to act accordingly. 

6. The same paper, in protesting against the annexation of adtpier by 
the English, observes as follows :— 

A thunderbolt has today fallen upon Manipur. 
Surachandra is deposed, Kulachandra and his two 
brothers are prisoners, and Tekendrajit is in hiding. Manipur has been occupied 
by the English, and the angry glances which they are casting around them with 
the object of avenging the deaths of Mr. Quinton and the rest, and the eager- 
ness which they are displaying to punish those who were implicated in the 
massacre, have filled the Manipuris with fear and made them miserable. Their 
new subjection has affected the Manipuris most; and, considering that even worms 
and insects long to enjoy freedom, it is no wonder that man, who is a rational 
animal, should cherish in his heart a love of independence. Whatever the 
English, in their desire to devour Manipur, may say, their presence in Manipur 
has not made the people of that country happy. Whenever the English annex 
a country, they say that the people of that country are annoyed with their native 
rulers, and are now glad to think that they will enjoy heavenly bliss under the 
English. But is the fact really so? Waiull Government answer the question? 
It is certain that the people of Manipur were in no way oppressed under the 
rule of Surachandra or Kulachandra, Unlike the people of Bengal who invited 
the English to free them from the beastly oppression of Sirajuddoula, the people 
of Manipur did not ask English aid even for aday, and there is nothing to show 
that the occupation of their country has not made them sorry. The writer sees 
no good ground for the annexation of Manipur by the English. If it be said 
that the people of Manipur have not asked the English to occupy their country 
simply because they cannot see what is good for them, and that the English 
should, therefore, give them, unasked, the benefit of their rule from a purely dis- 
interested motive, the question will require to be answered—has India improved 
under English rule? The answer must be in the negative, and it will be 
sufficient to say that whereas before the occupation of India by the English 
people could get two meals in the day, they cannot do so now when English rule 
has been established over them. 

The people of Manipur may be uncivilised and illiterate, but they are living 
in a state of contentment under the rule of thei own Rajah, and English 
occupation will certainly put an end to their ease and happimess. Moreover, 
before resolving upon the annexation of Manipur, the English should do well 
to bear in mind that they themselves, and not the people of Manipur, are respon- 
sible for the deaths of Mr. Quinton and others; for it was their attempt to 
arrest Tekendrajit by treachery that brought about that deplorable result. The 
English should reinstate the deposed Maharajah Surachandra. 

7. The Sanjtvani, of the 23rd May, cannot understand why allthe Manipur 
papers have not been published in the India Gazette. 
The papers that have been published support the 


The question of the annexation 
of Manipur. ; 


The Manipur papers. 


following conclusions :— 
(1) Maharajah Surachandra was unjustly deposed by Tekendrajit. 
(2) Friendship with Tekandrajit prevented Mr. Grimwood from lending 
help to Surachandra. | 
(3) A firm attitude on Mr. Grimwood’s part -would have made it impos- 
sible for Tekendrajit to expel Surachandra. 
(4) The Government of India was willing to reinstate Surachandra on 
his throne and banish both Kulachandra and Tekendrajit from 
Manipur, but Mr. Grimwood’s and Mr. Quinton’s opposition 
prevented Surachandra’s reinstatement, 
(5) It was at Mr. Quinton’s advice that the Government of India. 
proceeded to recognise Kulachandra as Maharajah of Manipur. 


SAMAY, 
May 22nd, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 
May 23rd, 1891. 
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(6) The arrest of Tekendrajit was ordered by the Government of India, 
but the plan of arresting him in a Durbar was Mr. Quinton’s 
Own. 
(7) Declaring Kulachandra as‘Maharajah amounted to depriving the 
Manipuris of what independence they had still left. 


The reasons that have been assigned for not giving the throne to Sura- 
chandra do not appear sufficient. One of the reasons is that Surachandra was 
a weak ruler, and his reinstatement would have given opportunities to Kulachan- 
dra and Tekendrajit to break the peace. But such disturbances might have been 
averted by banishing Tekendrajit. Anotherreason assigned is that Surachandra’y 
reinstatement would have given unlimited power to Paka Singh, who is not a 
very good map, and then Manipur would have known no peace. But this danger 
too might have been warded off by expelling Paka Singh from Manipur. 


Seeing how popular Surachandra was with the Munipuris, and this was 
admitted by the late Mr. Grimwood himself in his letters, the blame of his 
banishment lies entirely with Messrs. Grimwood and Quinton. Poor Messrs. 
Grimwood and Quinton, however, have made sufficient atonement for their fault. 
The Government of India showed extreme weakness by giving its consent to 
everything done by its subordinate officials. 


The public will not, in spite of the attempts made by the Government of 
India to exonerate the late Mr. Quinton, pronounce him guiltless, And it can 
be firmly stated that Lord Lansdowne himself is in no way responsible for the 
treachery perpetrated in Manipur by the English. 


8. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 24th May, thus reviews the Manipur 
despatch of the Government of India :— 

The writer has read the despatch carefully 
from beginning to end, and is compelled to say that it is a matter of regret 
and shame that Lord Lansdowne cannot be held blameless. It is clear from 
the despatch that it was the intention of the Government of India to render 
Manipur perfectly helpless and to reduce it to the condition of a tributary State. 
The Senapati Tekendrajit was independent, intelligent, and powerful, and 
Government was therefore anxious to remove him. The writer cannot make 
out what his offence was. The deposition of Surachandra was due to the 
intrigues of both Kulachandra and Tekendrajit, and yet the Government of 
India resolved to recognise the one and deport the other. In his telegram of 
the 18th March last, Mr. Quinton said “that after Tekendrajit was deported and 
Kulachandra declared Maharaja, the State of Manipur would not be permitted 
to maintain more than 300 soldiers, and that Kulachandra would have to act 
in all matters with the advice of the Resident.” The secret of the whole affair 
is out here. If the above arrangements had been carried out, Manipur would 
have been allowed to retain its present form of government a little longer, 
but all its real power would have gone. | 

Speaking of the durbar, Lord Lansdowne says that the Senapati never came 
to attend it, while the correspondent of the Lnglishman newspaper says that he 
came to attend the durbar, but apprehending danger went away without telling 
any body that he was going. Now, in the face of this statement of an eye- 
witness, the statement of the Viceroy, which is based upon inference, cannot 


The Manipur despatch. 


be accepted as correct. In one place of the despatch the Viceroy says that — 


no one should entertain the belief that the Government of India approved of 
the plan of arresting the Senapati at a durbar, or that Mr. Quinton had formed 
such a plan. But in another place he says that Mr. Quinton certainly thought 
that the arrest of the Senapati at a public durbar was good morality. Now,- 
it should be asked here, was the Senapati given to understand beforehand that 
if he refused to obey the order of the Government of India he would be placed 
under arrest? If there was no secresy in the affair, why were 80 sepoys 
stationed on the road to Manipur, and why was the Residency filled with 
armed men at the time of the durbar, and why was the durbar held without 
the knowledge of a high official like Mr. Grimwood? Again, Lord Lansdowne 
says that before receiving Mr. Gurdon’s telegram on the 7th May, he did not 
know that Mr, Quinton had formed the plan of arresting the Senapati at the 
durbar. But why did not His Excellency, on the receipt of that telegram, 
order Mr. Quinton to abandon his iniquitious plan ? ‘ 


J 4 


(ary. 


“> Qe "The- Som Prakdsh, of the 25th May, says that, according to the sow Paaxass, 
_ Litglishman newspaper, Manipur is a tributary State, May 25th, 1891. 
eee ee _ and that’ Government therefore ‘has a right to 
interfere in its internal administration. But, as a matter of fact, Manipur is an 
independent State. And supposing for argument’s sake that it is not an inde- 
pendent State, as the revolution in Manipur, which has been the cause of the 
present interference of Government in its affairs, was effected without blood- 
shed, Government had no just ground for interference: | ; 
10. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 25th May, says that, accord- Dannr-o-Samacnar 
ing to the Pioneers Manipur correspondent, @ yy. orn 17 
pre Manipuri, Jatara by name, has told the English ee eo 
officials that he tried to save Mr. Quinton and his party by breaking open the 
door of the durbar-room with a kick, that he tried to stop the flow of blood 
from Mr. ey ge wound with his pugree, and that Colonel Skene took down 
his name in his pocket-book...... . And as the doors of the durbar-room are 
still found broken, the correspondent thinks that Jatara has made a correct 
statement. QO God! the English military officials are determining the guilt 
of the Manipuris upon evidence of this kind! If what the correspondent 
says be true, then there can be no denying that there is not even the name of 
justice in Manipur and it is all injustice there. 
11. The same paper, of the 26th May, _ that, like all other accounts, pawix-o-samacnar 
Tis Mantnar allele the account of the Manipur disturbances, communi- _ C#4Npama, 
, "seated to the Englishman newspaper of the 11th May  “*” *™: 18%. 
last by a correspondent writing from Manipur, shows that the English were 
the aggressors, and the Manipuris acted in pure self-defence. 
12. The same paper, of the 27th May, says that the Pioneer’s Hensman, pami-o-samacuan 
The Pioneer’s correspondent and Who has always been a henchman of the Viceroys, CHanDRIKa, 
the Manipur affair. = and whose name, if transliterated into Sanskrit, ™*Y°/* 1°. 
would, with a slight twist, read Hingsuman or the envious—a name which is 
perfectly justified by his conduct in the Manipur affair—has personally gone 
to Manipur, and is sending from there to the Pioneer long telegrams and articles 
defending Lord Lansdowne. By these telegrams and articles he is trying to 
ruin Manipur. He is advocating the ruin of the royal family of Manipur, 
is showing extreme eagerness to see the heads of the Manipur Commanders 
and Minister severed from their bodies, and is making every possible effort 
to save Lord Lansdowne from blame and accusation. | 
- Mr. Hensman’s love of bloodshed has now reached its climax. He is 
sorry because the gallows have yet received no victims, But praised be the 
evil stars, Mr. Hensman will not have to grieve long. What military power 
has not effected will be now effected by trial, and there will be no want of 
slaughter in Manipur. Lord lLansdowne’s henchman and the -Puoneer’s 
Hingsaman will soon dance for very joy at the sight of rows of corpses suspended 
from the gallows. May Mother Sitala protect him from cholera! 
Many people. suspect that Mr. Hensman has not gone to Manipur of his 
own motion, but has been sent there by Lord Lansdowne, who is in trouble 
on account of the accusations against him in English society, in the English 
Parliament, and in the English press, and on account of Mrs, Grimwood’s 
declaration. And the manner in which Mr. Hensman is conducting himself 
makes everybody think that the suspicion is not altogether groundless. The 
writer can say nothing definite on the subject. How can he presume to 
understand the mscrutable ways of Kings? — 
In reply to the charges brought by Mr. Hensman against Tekendrajit, it 
may be urged that Mr. Quinton and others cannot have been sacrificed to the 
god, for the Manipuris are worshippers of Vishnu, to whom, to say nothing of 
human sacrifice, even goats cannot be offered ; that, even according to English 
testimony, such as the testimony of Mrs. Grimwood and others, the English 
were the aggressors; that it is clear from Mr. Gurdon’s official report that the 
British soldiery. entered T’ekendrajit’s zenana: that the ex-parte evidence of the 
English denying the slaughter of women and children and the evidence of 
certain Manipuris regarding the slaughter of Mr. Quinton and his party 
cannot be accepted: as conclusive; and that the attack by the Manipuris on the 
ageressive English soldiery and their killing the latter during their flight were 
acts not unjustifiable according to the laws of warfare, and have their parallel 
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English justice in Manipur. 
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DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


May 28th, 1891. 
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in the action of the English themselves in the Black Mountain and. Miranzai 
expeditions and in the Burmese war. 

-That Messrs. Melville and O’Brien of the Telegraph Department have 
been killed was probably because they did not readily surrender themselves. 
If there has been cause for repentance by anybody in the present affair, it 
is the English who should repent, because they tried to imprison an independent 
Prince by treacherous means. Does not Mr. Hensman remember what “ Justice 
and Humanity” said the other day in the Lnglishman? That the temple was 
destroyed by Tekendrajit himself, that no women and children were killed b 
the English soldiers, that the village which has been burnt was burnt in self- 
defence and not from vindictive feelings—these are statements which require 
substantiation. The English everywhere burn enemies’ villages. The 
absence of the corpses of the murdered women and children can be accounted 
for in many ways, and the evidence of the Bengali clerks cannot be 


accepted as conclusive so long as they are not subjected to cross examination, — 


The sending of an army by Tekendrajit to oppose General Grant was not 
unjustifiable according to the laws of warfare; it was done in pure self-defence. 
Tekendrajit knew that the Anglo-Indians would be mad for revenge, but he also 
knew that Anglo-Indians and Hensmans formed not the whole English nation. 
The letter of the durbar cannot be believed to be an untruthful document on 
the sole evidence of the British Commanders in Manipur. That the whole of 
that letter is not false has been admitted by Mr. Hensman himself, who pronounces 
the first part of it true and the last part, that is to say the part in which the 
conduct of the Chief Commissioner, the Commanders, and the soldiery is 
unfavourably criticised, untrue. AG 

He must be himself a demon who will not be glad to find it proved that 
the English were not guilty of the demoniacal cruelty with which they have 
been charged. But history does not say that such cruelty has never been 
practised by excited English soldiers. The utmost impartiality is needed in 
the enquiry into this Manipur affair. The ez-parte evidence of the English 
Commanders will not satisfy the world. 

The hanging business has already commenced in Manipur. The alleged 
murderer of Mr. Grimwood has been hanged. Before sanctioning his execution, 
the Viceroy must have obtained the sanction of the Secretary of State. But 
the debate in Parliament on Manipur affairs is not yet concluded. Does not the 
Secretary of State then care for Parliament? Therecan be no doubt that justice 
requires that no punishments should be inflicted in Manipur so long as the 
murder of Mr. Quinton and his party is not properly investigated. 

13. The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrika, of the 28th May, has the following 

The trial of the Manipuri on the trial of the Manipuri prisoners :-— 
prisoners. In matters wherein the interests of the English 
people are concerned, the Governor-General of India can act with the consent 
of the Secretary of State alone and without waiting forthe orders of Parliament. 

The recent incident in Manipur touches the interests of the English people 
only in so far as the death of Mr. Quinton and his party is concerned. And if 
Lord Lansdowne is ever blamed by Parliament in this connection, it will be for 
the untimely death of those officers. Of course, there are virtuous men like Lord 
Ripon who are concerned for the fate of Manipur, but theirnumber is very few. 
The interest which the English people are taking in this Manipur matter is 
perfectly selfish in character; and this being the case, the agitation in England 
over the Munipur affair will not stand in the way of the Manipur trials and the 
infliction of severe punishments on the Manipur prisoners. Nevertheless, the 
questionings in Parliament have led Lord Lansdowne to strengthen himself by 
writing to the Secretary of State saying that it will be difficult to keep the 
Empire if Government is required to refer every such matter to Parliament and 
to wait for its decision before trying and punishing the Manipuri prisoners. 
A talk about the safety of the Empire silences all agitation in England, and puts 
an end to all Parliamentary opposition. And Sir John Gorst has accordingly 
said in the House of Commons that though no one will be punished in Manipur 
from vengeful motives, yet the murderers of Mr. Quinten and others will be 
adequately punished without waiting for the opinion of Parliament, This means 
that the Viceroy will do anything he likes. There is no one in Manipur who 
cannot be held directly or indirectly responsible for the murder of Mr. Quinton 
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and his party. All the Members of the Royal Family, all the Ministers, all the 
soldiers and all the officers of the Manipur army may be charged with the 
massacre and held guilty. And if this is not revenge, what is? There is no 
one in Manipur whom English revenge cannot pursue. Again, as the State of 
Manipur has been the cause of thedeath of Mr. Quinton and his party, the whole 
of the State itself may be tried and hanged for it. If, therefore, Parliament has 
acquiesced in the statement of Sir John Gorst quoted above, then the trial and 
the fate of the Manipuri prisoners will rest entirely with Lord Lansdowne and 
General Collett and his assistants. Thus, before Lord Lansdowne has been: able 
to exculpate himself, counter murders will be committed in Manipur for the 
murder of Mr. Quinton and others. 
Will every one of the four Royal Brothers who are now prisoners in Mani- 
ur be convicted of the murder of Mr. Quinton and others? One does not 
ow what fate is reserved for which of them. But of the four brothers, 
Tekendrajit.is the man most hated by the officers of Government. Sir John 
Gorst from his distance may say that there will be no revengeful doings in 
Manipur, and Parliament from its distance may accept Sir John’s statement ; but 
having regard to the fact that the Anglo-Indians are now burning with revenge, 
the writer has lost his wits at the thought of the impending fate of the prisoners 
in Manipur. 


II,.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


14. The Chéruvdrid, of the 18th May, has learnt that thefts have become 
Thefts in the Sherepore town Very rife in the Sherepore town in the Mymensingh 
in the Mymensingh district. district. But the chowkidars are seldom found 
doing their duty at night. 
15. The Sudhakar, of the 22nd May, has learnt from its Jessore correspon- 
sick: cad dolla to Seen dent that thefts and dacoities are rife in the Jessore 
ee ~~ istrict. It is said that the leniency of the present 
- Joint-Magistrate to thieves and dacoits is the cause of the prevalence of these 
crimes. Dacoities are of frequent occurrence on the road from Jessore to 
Jhenidah. Indeed, no passenger who goes along that road alone escapes these 
dacoits. A terrible gang of dacoits has appeared in the village of Mathu- 
rapore, seven miles to the north of Jessore. 
16. The same paper says that Government should carefully ascertain 
oe who is responsible for the serious riot at Shambazar 
a police in the Shambazar and the loss of life occasioned in it. There cannot 
be the least doubt that the Mussulmans became so 
excited from sheer fear of interference with their religion. If the police had 
conducted itself with greater care and patience from the first, the affair would not 
have become so serious. It is surprising that all the constables who have been 
killed in this riot were Mussulmans. The writer reserves further comments till 
he has properly considered the matter. 
17. The Urdu Guide und Darussaltanat, of the 22nd May, says that the 
ae _.. police committed great oppression especially on 
— > the late riot in Women after the late riot in Shambazar. 

The writer is glad to learn that Government 
proposes to purchase the land and construct a musjid on it, and then to make 
the whole over to the Mahomedans. The authorities deserve the best thanks 
of the Mahomedan community for this proposal. | 

18. The Samay, of the 22nd May, praises the action of the police in con- 

age, nection with the Shambazar riot. It is rumoured 

int? Police im the Shambazar that the police arrested many innocent people and 

even committed oppression on women, If so, the 

police has discredited itself. : 

19. The Bangavdsi, of the 23rd May, says that many Hindustani Brahmins 

Sa pment a ones the Mussulmans in the late riot on the Circu- 

p Penne Het ar Road, and one of them was heard to say that 

both the Hindus and the Mahomedans were in danger, and when a musjid of 

the Mussulman was being broken down that day who could say that a mandir 
of the Hindu might not be similarly treated another day ? 7 


CHARUVARTA, 
May 18th, 1891. 


SUDHAKAR, 
May 22nd, 1891, 


SCDHAKAR 
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BANGAVASI, 
May 23rd, 1891. 


ee 
aa 
tS ee + 


e ie ed _ eo = ~~ > 


Be Emcee DOE Ea 


3 5 . se x ~ a eo 
SFOS teen - ee ~— he ee . ~~ w a é ae 
SEES ES OO FT eT Ce, 


4 ~— Ce Ts pee Re er acre ere 
ae ere: Seger ee Fae 
HR me * es 
— 2 “i pall ia " Sr Spee. 
Sn wees Ee Aten 


i 
; 
; 
, 
j 
; } 
} 
' 
j 
| ; 
t | 
, 
' 
' } 
» ¥ 
j 
i 
} } 
i 
a | 
i 
; 
} 
} 
; 
os ' 
7 
4 ’ 
i ti 
' 
’ ] 
PTE 
; | 
Sith 
. 
i ' 
4 
eH 
> ar. 
¢ ; 
y iS? 
Th i 
* 
ve 
; - 
gg ; va 
‘ 4 17 
' ) re, 
ay $ 
4 | te 
, ; ;% 
; + 
oe Bae | te 
a : 
2 | 
. f ; 
a ‘ et 
be { 
nt Bhar 
r §S 
a RE ’ 
; 4 | 
: at 
1 a 
. ‘WF 4 
¥ ‘ 7 ‘ 
"A bee F is 
4 , % 
~~ .. > 
oh Bide 
=; +4 
) oY ’ aN 
eae h| 
Fe + a 
et Bde f 4 
? ~ ; 
. ff - ‘, 
‘ ay 4 
a4 a 
= ¥ rs 
: Fae! “at 
Wein BEF 
} re Pst 
iF ahs 
m7 Y 
Y ey r 
q ; 4 
A ‘ ¥ 
b > my 
{ { 
ae i 
r $ iM) 
€ at % 
’ uf Peta 
AL - 
i ee 
te ie | ‘ 
ae ss 
et ee 4 
+ , 
+ i 
Pe: 
ie SEM 
7. 
, +4 % 
{ ; 
“o> FE : 
@ % 
Waly 
, oT q 
f 4 " 
j ; ret 
re 3} 
peti? 
q k 
babe bt 
d i Hihe 
fe ‘FF 
bib te tBee 
‘ sf ; 
oo On Pee 
ei t : a 
ae t 
se Base 
aa ie 
re te 
4 acl 
| eT 
d SE 
;. i 
: a} ; 
my at : 
- e 
¢ 5 
i 
rie it rT’ 
i To 4 
ie | 
me Bis Fa 
Pe 
’ ’ ‘a 
its gaee 
/ ; Bl 
at *,. ; 
j Ti: 
4 4 by EF 
om y ® aa 
Te et: 
> ee 
4 : * 
, oe 2 
peep BL. 
PPE ; 
ae. a8 a | 
is te “ib 
> * a Por 5 
ae’ tr : 
Vine w BLA 
4 aye ea 
be tan 
A 7 
| 
J 
i 
tae 
4 ag 
4 #] 
J 
7 
> Ja 
oy 
ee 1 
‘ R 
‘gi eke 
iP as 
+A 
t € i 


= 


tae 


4 - " -— ns. 
Se oe ee pp emecetliers * oe ee vases a eapn— 
hatte a . Se De 
a mudeat i egeree I a 
& Rw » < ee SS ak ~~. =< 
a = — r4 
: ; ~— 
- oe ran ne -~ « r* -m - . : 
“hi ery Whe os © . ee Ss: Te 


BENGAL EXCHANGE 
GAZETTE, 


May 23rd, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 
May 23rd, 1891. 


DAINIK-O0-SAMACHAR 
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At the close of the riot, the police proceeded to the work of making arrests. 
and took into custody everybody they came across. Many people had been 
wounded by the constables, and these people were now removed to the road on 
which blood was literally flowing. A lot of people who had taken refuge in 
a well close by were dragged out by the police. It is said that many labourers 
working in that well were also severely beaten by the police. The victorious 

olice now also entered into many adjoining houses and dragged out their 

inmates. It is said that at this time many Mussulman houses and the mugjid 

too were plundered. The mugjid had one of its windows broken. 

ee 20. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 

ate Police in the Shambazar 23rd May, has the following on the Shambazar 
riot :-— 

The riot would not have taken place if the police had prevented the 
gathering of the Mahomedans in large numbers on the scene of the riot.’ There 
was no sign of a gathering in the morning, and the police should have stationed 
some constables there to prevent it. Perhaps it had no idea that the matter 
would become so serious, and thought that the gathering would disperseon its 
arrival. Again the gathering would have dispersed of itself if the police had let 
it alone. The object.of the gathering was to protect the musjid, and if no attack 
had been made on the musjid, the crowd would have dispersed in the evening. 
But the police says that the gathering was a public obstruction, and contemplated 
looting the house which lately belonged to Babu Kirti Chandra Mitra, deceased. 
The second charge seems to be without any foundation, while as regards the first 
charge, this much only can be said that want of accommodation led the crowd 
to occupy a portion of the public road. Of course, the police as guardians of the 
peace were bound to go to the scene of the riot, but they should have behaved 
patiently and refrained from attacking till they had been themselves attacked. 
Everybody now says that if the police had acted in this way, there would have 
been no riot. : 

21. The Sanjtvant, of the 23rd May, says that a disposition to keep aloof 

. from affrays, riots, and other disturbances has be- 
r = Calcutta Police and the ¢ome a marked feature of the character of the 
ae Calcutta Police; and this has been a great en- 
couragement to those who cause such disturbances. There was lately a riot at 
Madhub Babu’s Bazar in Patuldanga, and policemen were nowhere to be found 
at the time the Bazar was being looted. An improvement of the Calcutta Police 
in this direction has became a necessity. ; 
All that the writer has to say in connection with the late riot in Shambazar 
is that the unity and valour displayed by the Mahomedans was worthy of all 
praise. That unity and valour has no parallel in the history of India. 

22. The Daintk-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 25th May, says that according 

_ to one of its contemporaries, Mr. Lambert, the Police 

Ps Lambert and the city Magiss Qommissioner of Calcutta, wants to exercise autho- 
| rity over the city Magistrates, and has written to 

the Lieutenant-Governor saying that the records of the two Magistrates 
might be kept in his pels 4 ‘When Mr. Roberts was Presidency Magistrate 
Mr. Hogg made a proposal of this nature. Mr. Lambert also made an effort 
in this direction in the time of Mr. Marsden but failed. He will also fail this 


time. Sir Charles Elliott is not a fool, nor are the present city Magistrates 
cowards. 


_ (b)— Working of the Courts. 


23. <A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 13th May, communicates 
An Honorary Magistrate of Raj. to that paper the following cases decided by Babu 
sh ahye. Sasadhar Ray, M.A., B.L.,. an Honorary Magistrate 
of the Sudder Bench of Rajshahye :— | 
(1). Ina case brought by one Sariat Sarkar against Janakinath Bhatta- 
charyya and others under sections 504 and 448 of the Penal Code, the Honorary 
Magistrate made the following. order :—‘ At present I do not give summons. 
Put up on the 5th January for order, when the case should be brought before 
me. I have arranged with complainant that he shall pay down his admitted dues, 


Rs. 15, to the accused, and the accused will also be called upon to answer to 
this case.” 


( 675 ) ° 


_This.is a strange order, and the correspondent does not know under what 
law the Magistrate made it. 

(2). One Maharulla Haq having brought a suit against Radhakrishna 
Sarkar and others fur having unlawfully detained him and extorted from him a 
bond in which he was made to promise to pay to the accused the sum of Rs. 95 
and for other Oppressions committed upon him, the Magistrate dismissed the 
case under section 203 of the Criminal Procedure Code, ordered a recognisance 
of Rs. 10 to be taken fyom the complainant, and called for an explanation from 
his mukhtar ; and all this simply because the complainant in his statement did 
not say for what amount the bond referred to was written. On application by 
the complainant, the case was transferred to the file of Babu Dinanath. 

(3). One.Chhilman Sardar brought a suit against Hiru and Miru Mandal 
under sections 323 and 504 of the Penal Code. The case was first heard by the 
Honorary Magistrate, Babu Mahendranath Sanyal, who took the evidence of the 
complainant and ordered the accused to appear to answer only to the charge 
under section 323 of the Penal Code. The accused having failed to appear on 
the day fixed for the hearing of the case, the presiding Magistrate issued a 
warrant against them, ordering that they might be released on a bail of Rs. 20. 
On the appointed day, the accused appeared and prayed to Babu Sasadhar 
and Babu Chandranath Chaudhury. who presided on that day that a warrant might 
be issued against their witness who was not present, and that the hearing of the 
case might be postponed to some other day. Babu Sasadhar got enraged at 
this, and though the charge under section 323 is a bailable one, ordered the 
accused to be kept in hajut. The mukhtar of the accused having raised the 
objection that the offence of his client wasa bailable one, Babu Sasadhar 
upheld his order under section 327. But the evidence of.the complainant not 
having been finished, on the following day the Magistrate ordered the accused to 
be released on a bail of Rs. 100. | 

(4). Inthe course of a certain proceeding on the 8th May last, Babu 
Sasadhar had an unseemly quarrel with the mukhtar, Babu Ramjay Bagchi, and 
as the issue of it he was about to disbar the mukhtar, though what the latter's 
fault was was not quite patent. The mukhtar is an old practitioner of great 
respectability and a perfect gentleman. It is strange that, taking these things 
into consideration, the Magistrate still considered him guilty of so grave an 
offence as to feel himself under the necessity of disbarring him. 

24. Al Punch, of the 18th May, says that the authorities should carefully 
ascertain the guilt of the Mahomedans and the 
guilt of the Police in the late riot in Shambazar. 

25. A correspondent has communicated the following to the Sakti, of the 

S Collectorate matters 19th May :— 

gecacbegct (1). In the Civil Courts a searching fee has to be 
paid only for such papers as have been sent into the record-room ; and in all 
other cases copies of papers can be obtained on application being made on paper 
stamped with four pice worth of court-fee stamp. But in the Collectorate a 
searching fee has to be paid for all papers, even for those still lying on the 
office table. “ ag 

(2). The rate of fees levied for taking attested copies of papers, obtaining 
in the Civil Courts, should be made applicable to the Collectorate. 

(3). Forms for applications in the Collectorate can be now had only of the 
nazir. This system greatly inconveniences the public, and vendors should be 
allowed to sell those forms as in the Civil Courts. | 

(4). There should be a fixed rate of boat fee in the Collectorate. The 
present system of allowing any rate that pleases the authorities involves great 
injustice to the parties concerned. 

(5). Under section 63 of the Butwara: Act, the Collector has to report, after 
the estates have been surveyed and partitioned, that he has found the papers in 
connection with the survey and partition to be correct. But it is quite 
inexplicable why Government should refuse to the parties copies of these papers. 

It is hoped Government will take these points into its consideration. 

26. <A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjikd, of the 20th May, contradicts the 

charge brought against Babu Sasadhar Roy, Honorary 
spin Honorary Magistrate of Raj- Magistrate of Rajshahye, by a correspondent of 
— the same paper in its issue of the 13th May last. 


The Shambazar riot. 
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AL PuNCH, 
May 18th, 1891. 


SAKTI, 
May 19th, 1891. 


Hinbu RANJIKA, 


May 20th, 1891. — 
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SANJIVANI, 
May 23rd, 1891. 


BENGAL EXCHANGE 
GAZETTE, 


May 27th, 1891. 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANORIKA, 


May 28th, 1891, 
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The correspondent enters in detail into every charge made against the Honorary 
Magistrate. 


27. The Sanjtvani, of the 23rd May, says that Babu Govinda Chandra 
Basak, Sub-divisional Officer of Brahmanberiah in the 

Bates uedivisional Officer of ‘Tipperah district, is conducting himself most dis- 
jetta PPD spracefully towards everybody appearing in his 
court. He abuses suitors and witnesses, and some- 

times calls them thieves and Jbadmashes, nor does he* spare women, whose 
character he often asperses, and whom he otherwise insults. A Mussulman of 
Tipperah has presented an affidavit to the Judge of Tipperah, preferring the 


following charges against the Deputy Magistrate :— 


(1) The Deputy Magistrate comes to court at 1, 2, or even 4 P.M., and 
holds his court till 8 or 9 P.M. 


(2). When there is a heavy file, the Deputy Magistrate does not fix dates 
for those cases which have to be put off until the rising of the court, thus 
unnecessarily detaining the parties. 


(3). The Deputy Magistrate uses abusive language to all in open court, 
not excepting women, and even the absent female members of the families of 
those who are parties to suits. 


(4). The Deputy Magistrate compels those who win cases tried summarily 
to put something into the “poor box’ which he keeps by him, and those who 
fail to do this incur his grave displeasure. 


(5). For these reasons, people feel unwilling to appear personally before the 


Deputy Magistrate, and there is thus failure of justice in many cases. The 
respectable people of Brahmanberiah too have presented a petition to the Lieute- 
nant-(Fovernor. It is hoped His Honour will teach a severe lesson to the Deputy 
Magistrate, and consider whether such an officer ought to be kept in charge of a 
sub-division. , 

28. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 27th May, says that, in view of 
the present reign of terror in Benares, the Indian 
public should pray for a commission to enquire into 
the cause of the Benares riot, and for the appointment for the trial of the 
rioters of three Magistrates from provinces other than the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, one of whom should be a Civilian, another a Hindu, and another a 
Mussulman, A trial conducted in this way will be satisfactory to all parties, 
whereas in a trial according to the present arrangements, the rioters will be very 
severely dealt with. | 


29. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikdé, of the 28th May, has the following 

3 , on the trial of the Benares rioters :— 
ares oF Ton Deneene We On the second day of Babu Luchmon Das’ 
examination, Mr. Dillon, Counsel on behalf of Government, thus addressed the 
Judge :—‘ Sixteen years ago, a musjid in this very city of Benares was acquired 
and demolished for the purpose of constructing the Prince of Wales’ Hospital, 
and the act gave rise to no opposition, and how is it that so much opposition has 
been raised this time? That there was no opposition on the occasion of the 
demolition of the musjid will be proved by the evidence of an eye-witness.’ 


The Benares trials. 


But Mr. Colvin, Counsel for the defence, objected to the production of the eye- - 


witness. The writer is at a loss to see why Mr. Dillon referred to the musjid 
incident. Was it his object to put the Hindus out of countenance before the 
Judge by praising the Mahomedans? Was it his object to prove Mahomedan 
loyalty and Hindu disloyalty ? Was it his object to prove that the Hindus of 
Benares are rebels? Does not Mr. Dillon know what has recently happened in 
Calcutta over a musjd? He should not have supposed that what did not 
happen 15 years ago cannot happen now. No apprehensions on the score of 
religion were entertained ‘by people 16 years ago. There was no Consent Act 
16 years ago, nor were Lord Lansdowne and Sir Andrew Scoble the Viceroy and 
Law Member respectively 16 years ago, nor had the party who have supported 
the Consent Act made their appearance at that time. The writer is glad that the 
Judge did not allow the musjid incident to be proved, and thus prevented the 
Government Counsel from pursuing a crooked line of argument after the fashion 
of the editors of Anglo-Indian newspapers. a 


ae 
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(d)— Education. 


30. The Sakti, of the 19th May, says that the superficial character of the Sarmi, 
_ education now imparted in the schools is due to the —_May 19th, 1891. 

«pee Present system of etlucation reat variety of the subjects taught in them. For- | 
: merly boys were taught a small number of subjects, 
but they were made to learn these subjects thoroughly. The writer greatly 
deprecates the present practice of teaching boys a large number of subjects and 
teaching none of those oubjects thoroughly. The writer also deprecates the 
system of keeping schools open from 10} 4.M. to 4} P.M., as it is not advisable to 
make little boys go without food for six hours together, and few of them 
have means to purchase tiffin in the school. Though physical exercise is good 
for boys, still it is not proper that they should have one hour’s time during 
— school hours to run about in the sun during the summer season. The one hour 
leisure in the middle of the day is not, therefore, considered well-advised. 

31. The Sanjivant, of the 23rd May, has the following in continuation — saysvami, 
of its articles on the choice of text-books for the May 23rd, 1891. 
Middle Scholarship Examination (see Report on 
Native Papers for the 16th May 1891, para- 


The Central Text-book Com- 
mittee and selection of text-books. 


graph 14) :— 

The wrong way of selecting text-books for the vernacular schools is an 
obstacle to the progress of Bengali literature ; and the Central Text-book 
Committee is the body mainly responsible for this. Constituted as that Com- 
mittee now is, not one member of it can be expected to go carefully through 
every one of the books which are submitted to it ; and when the members 
reject a book, they do not record the reason of their doing so. All good 
authors are disgusted with the manner in which the Text-book Committee does 
its work, and they do-not therefore feel disposed to write school books. The 
Committee ought to be reconstituted on the following lines :--- 

(1). All the members should be taken from the Education Department. 
The professors of the Government and private colleges in and about Calcutta 
will do very well. They have plenty of leisure to read and criticise books. 

(2). * Saba member should be remunerated by Government at a fixed 
rate, and required to explain the defects of the books which he rejects. 

(3). Books should be selected by votes, and the authors whose books are 
rejected should be given reasons for the rejection, and should be entitled to 
a re-examination of their hooks if they bring out new editions thereof remove- 
ing the defects pointed out by the Committee. 

(4), Books on Arithmetic, Shubhunkari, Geometry, Mensuration, Gram- 
mar, Geography, and Science need not be submitted to the Text-book Committee 
for examination, as they are not likely to contain matter objectionable from 
a moral point of view. And the exclusion of these books will bring the amount 
of remuneration to be paid to the members within practicable limits. English 
and Bengali literature and history are only subjects which should occupy the 
attention of the Committee. ) 

(5). For each branch of study a Sub-Committee consisting of only three 
or four members ought to be formed. Asmall Sub-Committee will require small 
expenditure and facilitate work. | : 

(6). Itshould be the Text-book Committee’s only duty to state whether 
a, book is suitable for use in schools or not. | 

The list of text-books issued by the Director of Public Instruetion in last 
June was very queer indeed. A book which ought to be read in a lower class 
was appointed for a higher class and vice versd. To prevent such anomalies in 
future, the writer would suggest that after school books have been approved by 
the Text-book Committee, every author should be required to forward three 
eopies of his work to the Director of Public Instruction, who in his turn should 
make them over to three experienced Deputy Inspectors of Schools for classi- 
fication. Classification of books will be better done by Deputy Inspectors than 
by Inspectors, as the latter have their attention almost Gholty occupied with 
Entrance schools. A list of text-books as classified above and printed in 
Bengali ought to be sent to. every Middle Class and Upper Primary School 
befere the annual examination; and the teachers of these schools will be at 
liberty to choose any book they like from this list.. In cases where teachers 
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Urpv GUIDE AND 
DABUSSALTANAT, 


May 22nd, 1891. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
May 25th, 1891. 
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shall fail to discriminate between the several books on any subject recom- 
mended for any class, they may call in the aid of the Deputy Inspector 
or Sub-Inspector, It has been said above that books on certain subjects need 
not be submitted to the Text-book Committee. The authors of such books 
should be required to send three copies thereof to the Director of Public 
Instruction, who will forward them to three Deputy Inspectors for classification. 
For the Lower Primary Examination one and the same list of text-books is 
followed throughout Bengal. This was the method adopted so long ago as the 
administration of Sir George Seog oe: and its continuance argues pure inert- 
ness on the part of the Education Department. The same method is followed 
for the Middle English and Middle Vernacular Examinations. But a different 
course 1s followed for the Upper Primary Examination, for which each Inspector 
rescribes a separate list for his own circle, This anomaly is inexplicable. 


he writer would suggest that the Director of Public Instruction should — 


himself prescribe lists for all the examinations, but he should prescribe different 
lists for the different circles. This will distribute patronage among authors 
of school-books more —s than is done now. It is also desirable that the 
course for the Upper Primary Examination should be extended over two years 
instead of being limited to one. The Upper Primary Examination is only 
slightly less rigorous than the Middle Vernacular Examination, and it is a great 
hardship to the candidates for the Upper Primary Examination that they 
should be required to read in one year about the same amount of matter which 
candidates for the Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination read in two. 
The following suggestions are made as to the selection of text-books :— 


(1) The course fixed for each examination should be a two years’ course. 

(2) In all the examinations the list of text-books should be changed every 

ear for each circle. 

(3) In the Middle Scholarship Examination the subjects in literature 
should be appointed from two or three text-books for giving the 
boys an insight into the style of two or three different writers. 
This will greatly help them in learning the language. 

(4) No text-books need be mentioned in Arithmetic, Shubhankari, Geo- 
metry, Mensuration, Grammar and Geography. The subjects 
alone should be suggested in these branches of study. 

(5) Only one text-book ought to be prescribed in Physical Science for 
reasons assigned by the writer in a previous article. 

(6) The portions of the text-books im Physical Science prescribed for 
the Upper Primary Examination which contain metaphysical 
matter or matter requiring illustration with the help of apparatus 
should be omitted. 

(7) The selection of text-books on Hygiene ought to be made by the 
Director of Public Instruction and not by Government. 


It is hoped that Sir Charles Elliott and Sir Alfred Croft will carry out the 


suggestions. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


32. The Urdu Guide and Darussaltanat, of the 22nd May, says that the 

execution of the Health Officer’s whl of drainage 
work in the Central Provinces will involve the 
demolition of several choutdrds in that city. But 
that will be a shock to the religious feelings of the people who look upon the 
choutdrds as places of great sanctity. 

Public feeling has been greatly excited in the same city by the proposal of 
the Municipality to convert a math into a urinal. 

33. The Dacca Gazette, of the 25th May, draws the attention of the 
Municipal authorities of Dacca to the very irregular 
‘way in which the mehters perform their duties 
within the jurisdiction of that municipality, The 
privies are in consequence left in the filthiest condition possible. 

The writer would also draw the attention of the Municipal authorities to 
the bad condition of the Buckland Road, which is the only road in Dacca where 
people can take a walk by way of recreation. 


The Jubbulpore Municipality 
in the Central Provinces. 


Some municipal matters in 
Dacca. 
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(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


34. The Sakti, of the 12th May, says that some small alterations in the 
procedure ifs, tet revenue sales will save many 
petty zemindars from utter ruin, and particularly 
those who own portions of zemindaris jointly with big zemindars. The writer 
suggests the following alterations in the procedure. | 
(1) First let the share of the defaulter only in a joint property be sold, 
and if the proceeds of such sale fall short of the Government 
demand, let notices be served upon the other co-sharers ordering 
them to make good the deficit. And if they too make default, 
let their shares be sold in satisfaction of the demand. 
(2) Instead of the present practice of putting up the notice of sale in one 
s of the mouzahs of an estate, a notice of sale should be sent to 
every co-sharer of the estate. 
(3) On making deposits on account of a kis¢ or in satisfaction of arrears 
of revenue, the accountant enters in his book only the name of 
the man through whom the money is sent, but not the name of 
the owner of the property. This isa procedure fraught with 
great risk in case the chalan given is lost. There should be a 
- column in the accountant’s book for the entry of the name of 
the owner. 

In this connection the writer would also draw the attention of the autho- 
rities to the great inconvenience the public are subjected to in taking copies of 
papers from the collectorate. The rules prevalent in the Civil Courts in this 
respect ought to be made applicable to the collectorate. 


Revenue sales. 


(g)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


35. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 19th May, says that 
great inconvenience is felt at Giridih in the rf onthal 
A road in Giridih in the Sonthal Peroynnahs in consequence of the road from -the 
—— Giridih station to the Court of the Sub-divisional 
Officer being in a state of disrepair. The overseers and sub-overseers appointed 
by Government inspect only the European quarter of the town, and do not 
notice the miserable condition of the road in question. The District Engineer 
of Hazaribagh is asked to look to the matter. 
36. The Urdu Guide and Darussaltanat, of the 22nd May, says that, consi- 
| dering the large number of railway accidents which 
Railway guards and railway occur through the carelessness of the railway guards 
aeeyerame. arising from drunkenness, the Railway authorities 
would do well to prohibit drinking among them. | 
87. The Sanjivani, of the 23rd May, says that, considering the large 
; number of trains that daily pass through the Dum- 
The Dumn- my 4 rig 7 the Dum station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 
Eastern Benga! State Mawey- it is exceedingly advisable that a bridge should be 
constructed for the passage of passengers from one platform of the station to 
the other. It is always dangerous for passengers in such a station to walk 
across the rails in order to go from one platform to the other. Will the Rail- 
way authorities do nothing in this matter until some passengers have lost their 
lives in crossing the lines ? 
38. The Grdmvdsi, of the 25th May, says that at present the people of 
Pe ee ag Birakula and other villages within the jurisdiction 
me Gcret thal in the Ulu. Of the Bagnan thana in the Uluberia sub-division 
beria sub-division of the Howrah of the Howrah district get their water-supply for 
district. cultivation purposes by cutting the mouth of the 
Gobrakhali khal every year. They are willing to pay one-half of the cost of 
constructing a sluice gate at the mouth of that khal. But the Executive 
Engineer of Midnapore, to whom they applied on the subject, says that he 
cannot entertain this application unless they consent to pay the whole cost of 
constructing a sluice gate. But Government ought to :bear the whole cost of the 
construction, and should therefore consider itself fortunate that the villagers are 
willing to bear one-half of it. The authorities should consider the matter, for 


a sluice gate is urgently needed. | ) 


SakTl, 
May 12th, 1891. 


BURDWAN SAaNJIVANI, 
May 19th, 1891. 


Urpvu GUIDE AND 
DARUSSALTANAT, 


May 22nd, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 
May 23rd, 1891. 


GRAMVASI, 
May 25th, 1891. 
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(h)— General. 


CHARUVARTA, 39. The Chéruvdrtd, of the 18th May, says that considering that munsifs 
oe are appointed after the age of thirty, it is only just 
that Government should also raise the age for 
entering into the Subordinate Executive Service 
to thirty years. If this is done, many able and experienced men, not exceptin 
even pleaders, will be induced to enter that service, and that certainly will be 
a great improvement. For the present low limit of age draws into the service 
only very young men not well up in law and in the law of evidence in parti- 
cular. Government will lose nothing by raising the age limit to thirty 
years. 


oe 


The age limit for the Subor- 
dinate Executive Service. 


CHARUVARTA. 


meet Ses es etre OF 


40. A correspondent of the same paper says that money-orders were 
formerly received at the Sherepore town Post 
Office up to 12 noon, but the post-master now re- 
fuses to receive them after 9 am. This greatly 
inconveniences the public, the more so as the mail from Mymensingh is not 
delivered before 10 or 11 4.M., which makes prompt compliance with an urgent 
request for a money-order received by the mail absolutely impossible. The p 
Postal authorities are earnestly requested to change the time to 12 noon as C 
before. This proposed alteration will not inconvenience the post office in any t 
way, as the Mymensingh mail is dospatched from this station as late as 3 P.M. 


is 
ee 41. The Burdwan Sanjvani, of the 19th May, refers to the proposal of ; 

on Government to destroy the remaining portion of . 
the old embankment on the southern side of the 
Damodar, and observes as follows:—- 


| 


The Sherepore town Post Office 
in the Mymensingh district. 


G 


The destruction of the Damodar 
embankments. : 


When the old embankment was cut off in places, the portions of ‘it lying b 
in front of the villages were left uninjured. It is these portions which have q 
sincé served to prevent the inrush of waters into the villages and to afford 
protection to men and cattle during floods. But such is the bad luck of the 
villagers that even this means of their safety is about to be taken away from 
them. They applied to Government for protection against the floods which 
do so much mischief to them year after year. Government referred the matter 
to the Chief Engineer, and people thought that this time their troubles and 
miseries in consequence of floods would cease. But who can alter the decrees 
‘of fate? The Chief Engineer has, instead of advising the strengthening of the 
remaining portion of the embankment or the construction of a new one, has 
recommended the removal of even the portion which exists. The villagers in 
‘their disappointment feel that they are now better off than they will be after 
the demolition of the embankment by order of Government. They are now 
exactly in the predicament of the beggar in the story who not only got no 
alms, but had a dog set upon him by the man to whom he had appealed for 
charity. The misery which God has in store for them cannot be removed, and 
it was their mistake to go to Government at all for redress. 


Navayuaa, 42. The Navayuga, of the 21st May, puts the following words into the 
May 21st, 1891. on ae mouth of its humorist Sharananda in connection with 
9» Enemnnnnes ee the Shambazar riot :— 


a> per. fel ee 


People say that this fighting had reference to the demolition of a musjid, 
but my opinion is different. Musjids and mandirs were demolished before this, 
but when did riots of this nature occur? This is, no doubt, the result of Lord 


Lansdowne’s good administration. 
NAVAYUGA. 


* Lord Lansdowne and English 43. The humorist goes on thus :— 

degeneracy. Whatever people may say to the contrary, it is 
my opinion that Englishman are becoming weak day by day. ‘There are no 
Burkes in their Parliament, no Richards in their army, and no Bacons among 
their thinkers. How is it that the man whose administration has brought on 
confusion in the country and caused the fire of war to break out simultaneously 
‘in Manipur and the Black and Miranzai mountains has not yet been deposed 
and impeached? Englishmen are degenerating, and so they have no Burkes 
and Bacons among them now. . 
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44, The Samay, of the 22nd May, says that in taking men for its offices 
fi es Sa Government now-a-days gives undue preference to 
ofine et vernment the Europeans and overlooks the claims of the 


natives of India, even when the latter happen to be 
more deserving men than the former. No office of Government is free from 


complaint on this score. Of the 96 officers employed in the Public Works 
Department 40 are Europeans from Cooper’s Hill College and only 15 are natives. 
There are 16 European Engineers and not a single native Engineer in the 
Railway Department of Bengal, and all this notwithstanding the fact that in 
point of professional skill the native Engineers are superior to the European Engi- 


neers. Government asks the age of the country to turn their attention to | 


the technical arts, and yet in filling the posts in the Public Works Department 
it gives no encouragement to them. And it is this absence of state encourage- 
ment which accounts for the backward state of technical education in this 
country. Will Government turn its attention to the matter ? 


45. The Grdmvdst, of the 25th May, says that the new docks at Kidderpore 


have already cost Rs, 2,15,56,575, and one does not 
Eke Eiscerpers Seens. know how many lacs will be yet required to com- 
plete the works there. ‘The writeris at a loss to see why these docks have been 


constructed at such a large outlay of money. Docks are necessary in open seas — 


to protect ships from storm; but in a river like the Hooghly where the shipping 
is not exposed to any danger from storms, they are of no use. Government 
should not have, therefore, spent so much of the money obtained by sucking the 
blood of the people on such works, while works of greater usefulness remain 


undone. ° 
46. The same paper draws attention to the sale of unlicensed toddy in the 


Unlicensed toddy in the Ulu. Uluberia sub-division, and says that as poor people 
beria, sub-division of the Howrah often get drunk with toddy, the unlicensed manu- 


district. facture of that article should be prohibited. 
The Government in the Sham- 47. The Som Prakdsh, of the 25th May, has 
bazar riot. - the following on the Shambazar riot :— 


The riot must have convinced Europeans that the Hindus and Mahomedans 
can even lay down their lives for the sake of their respective religions. And it 
is to be regretted that Government, nevertheless, deals very differently with the 
two religions. It is not, for instance, proposed to make the same arrangements for 
the Shambazar musjid which it did in the case of the temples at Durbhunga 
and Benares. In the case of the temple of Ramji, Government has resolved to 
construct only an inner temple round the image of Ramchandra. But no such 
arrangement will do in the case of the musjid in Calcutta. The writer has 
learnt that Government has requested a Mahomedan Moulavi to tell his 
co-religionists that their musjid will not be demolished. He cannot say how 
much truth there is in this report, which, if true, will certainly be good news 
for the public. But is not Government ashamed to make a statement of this 
kind? Hitherto the orders passed by Courts were considered irrevocable, and 
this is the first instance in which an order of a Court will be allowed to remain 
in abeyance. ‘The Court ordered the removal of the musjid and the evacuation 
of the disputed land within 15 days. The attempt to enforce this order of the 
Court has resulted in a riot, and Government at once thinks of giving up the 
idea of seeing the Court’s order enforced. Government has given its word 
that the musjid will not be demolished; but what if Suresa Babu, who is its 
lawful owner, refuses to part with his land and stands on his right? But after 
all Suresa Babu is a Bengali and Government will be able to keep its zeed, for 
the Mahomedans must be satisfied anyhow, aye, even at the risk of overruling 
an order of the Court. From another point of view, Government deserves 
praise for thus respecting the religious susceptibilities of the people.. And the 
only question to be asked here is, will it show the same deference to the religious 
susceptibilities of its Hindu subjects? Perhaps the favourable attitude of Gov- 
ernment in the present case is due to the occurrence of a riot and not to any: desire 
on its part to respect the religious feelings of any class of its subjects. The 
bloodshed and loss of life which occurred in the riot would have been prevented 


if the police had appeared on the scene of the riot with a sufficiently strong 
force in the very beginning. oie 


SAMAY, 
May 22nd, 1891. 


GRAMVASI, 
May 25th, 1891. 


GRAMVASI. 


Som PRoKasH, 
May 25th, 1891. 
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DAINIK-0-SAMAOCHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


May 26th, 1891. 


SARASWAT PaTRa, 
May 23rd, 1891. 


Hinpvu RANJ1IKa, 
May 13th, 1891. 


BENGAL EXCHANGE 
GAZETTE, 


May 15th, 1891. 


SaAHACHAR, 
May 20th, 1891. 


_ The attack on the police by the rioters was most unjustified. The 


Now, why .are riots in the name of religion happening so often ? Reli 
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- he Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 26th May, says that Sir 
” ney we Auckland Colvin should have postponed the publi- 
The resolution on the Benares ation of his resolution on the Benares riot till the 
_ trial of the rioters = ag 04 a rR 
laid all the blame of the riot at the doer of the us. Sir Anckland 
himeolf is not wholly free from blame in this matter. If he had not encouraged 
the demolition of the Ramji temple the riot would not have taken place. The 
resolution is therefore to be deemed to be partly a defence of Sir Auckland’, 
own conduct. Sir Auckland has not done well by winking at the puilt of the 
official Municipal Chairman and the police. ; 
The arrangement made regarding the temple is not satisfactory. It will 
be denuded of all its parts except that in which the idol is placed, and 80 long 
as the water-works are in course of preparation, the priests will have the right 
of ingress into the temple. Thus the temple will not, after all these distur 
bances, remain what it was. Government must, it seems, maintain its prestige. 
It is recommended that Hindus should have free access to the temple as before. 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


49. The Séraswat Patra, of the 23rd May, has heard a rumour to the 

ao effect that the India Office propose to resuscitate 

a resuscitation of the +he Press Act, in view of the abuse made by the 

combos native press of its freedom. It is high time, no 

doubt, that some members of the native press corrected their faults and mended 

their ways, but it would not be wise of the Government to revive the rigorous 

Press Act which will affect the innocent and the guilty alike. The provisions 

of the existing law should be sufficient for the punishment of the guilty 
members of the press. 


VI-—MisceLiaNzous. 


50. The Hindu Ranjiké, of the 13th May, says that a hackney carriage 


driver having recently driven his carriage through 
the compound of the District Judge of Rajshahye, 
as the shortest cut from the census office to the 
cutcherry, the wife of the District Judge detained him till her husband returned 
from court. 


51. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 15th May, says that Lord Lans- 
| -downe now sees his own mistakes in the adminis- 


tration of India. He now finds that the adminis- 
tration of India is not the child’s play he took it for. Lord Dufferin resigned 


the Viceroyalty ashamed of the errors made by himin regard to Burma and 
Cashmere, and Lord Lansdowne now finds himself in nearly similar trouble. 
But His Excellency should not for this reason make haste to leave this country. 
Every man is liable to make mistakes, and it is to be wished that His Excellenc 

will remain in India and acquire fame by a courageous and patient conduct of 
the administration of India. But if he has resolved on resigning, he should at 
least repair the mischief his mistakes have done. Lord Lansdowne’s own 
countrymen are saying various things in connection with Manipur, The 


The wife of the District Judge 
of Rajshahye. 


Lord Lansdowne. 


Englishman is now silent. But it will, according to the established practice — 


of Anglo-Indian newspapers, abuse Lord Lansdowne after his retirement from 
this country just as it abused Sir Steuart Bayley after his retirement. 


52. The Sahachar, of the 20th May, has the 


following in connection with the Shambazar riot :— 
The rioters were Mahamedans and about 2,000 in number. There were 


also among them some professional Hindu and Mussulman ébudmashes who came 


The Shambazar riot. 


for pure fun. The Hindus of the neighbourhood did not, it is true, publicly 


join the rioters, but they too were opposed to the demolition of the musyid. 


ern] ion is no 
doubt a good thing, but to commit excesses in its name is sictahaly ant good. 
| Magistrate 
and the police are responsible for the peace of the country, and their orders should 
be implicitly obeyed. Government never interfered with the religion of its 


people, nor will it ever do so. Itis a great mistake therefore to distrust the 


——— | yo * a |S es 
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policy of Government in this respect. People should bear in mind that some 
Anglo-Indian newspapers are continually telling Government that the natives of 
this country distrust it, and are urging it to appoint Europeans and Eurasians 
to posts which are now filled by the former, stating as their reason that these 
men will become volunteers if they get those posts, and they should according] 
beware of falling into the trap which is being thus laid for them. They wi 


certainly be losers if Government comes to persuade itself that it is distrusted: by 


them. The writer hopes that a special enquiry will be instituted into the 
cause of the riot. 


ie 53. The Education Gazette, of the 21st Ma 
che Chamaaase sist. _ referring to the Shambazar riot, remarks as fc. 
lows :— , 


_ It is rumoured that Government will purchase from its owner the land on 
which the musjid stands, and make a gift of it to the Mahomedans. There can 
be no doubt that this act of Government will please all classes of native society. 
When any of their subjects appear bent on havinga thing, the English are never 
behindhand in getting for them what they want. 

54. The Sudhdkar, of the 22nd May, says that all the rulers of this country 

ee oi aie P before the establishment of British rule were re- 
English rule.  ~~~—~~-—sCSidents_ of the country, and so even when they 
extorted money from the people, the money re- 
mained within the country. Under the Moghul Emperors stately edifices on 
one side and a sort of rude plenty with which the people were blessed on the 
other, bore testimony to the prosperity of the country. History clearly shows 
that India was not then a poor country. To take the case of Bengal alone, one 
learns from history that under Hossein Shah the inhabitants of this province 
used gold and silver plate, which, of course, meant prosperity. Though the 
administration then was not so satisfactory as at present, and. the police 
arrangements were not so perfect, and though thefts and dacoities were of 
frequent and insurrections of occasional occurrence, the. people of India in 
general were possessed of means and affluence. But India is, one knows 
not for what sin, becoming poorer every day. Deep. reflection will show that 
cruel grinding by a foreign administrative machine and immense foreign exports 
are the. cause of this increasing poverty of India. The English are mere 
birds of passage in this country, and a pice that finds its way into their 
pocket is a pice lost to India for good. Who shall put a stop to this incessant 
drain ? 

55. The Bangavdsi, of the 23rd May, says—We have heard it said that the 
_ civilised English Government is extremely anxious 

to acquire and maintain that erial thing which 
goes by the name of prestige. Wedonot quite know what is the word for 
prestige in our uncivilised language ; but we are told that what is known as the 
prestige of the foreign paramount power in India is something like unto that 
which among common folk goes by the name of honour. 

What, in the opinion of the civilised English Government, preserves or 
destroys this prestige, we do not, in the name of dharma, in the name of the 
Sovereign and in the name of the Penal Code, understand in the least. 

Crores of subject-people fell upon their knees and in. plaintive tones, 
their voice choked with emotion, and with hands joined in supplication told the 
most powerful British Government—“ My Lord, you are about to pass a new 
penal law for our welfare, but we see that that law will do us more harm than 
good, and will subject our wives and daughters to various humiliations, which 
it will be too much for us to witness or to bear. We therefore pray to you not 
to pass the proposed law. Grant this prayer of a suppliant people, and God 
will bless you.” 

The British Government did not listen to that prayer of an afflicted 
people. And instead of granting their prayer, it harassed and insulted lakhs 
and lakhs of those humble petitioners in words most harsh and cruel, simply 
because it thought that it would be loss of prestige to dismiss even those 
beggars, those suppliants with a few kind words. We do not know what really 
happened, and we only state what we have heard from people of all sorts and 
classes.. Not a few people have half in anger and half in sorrow, complained 
against us:—‘ It is you'who have, by your noisy maidan: meeting caused the 


** Prestige.” 


EDUCATION GAZETTE, 
May 21st, 1891 


SUDHAKAR, 
May 22nd, 1891. 


BaNaavasl, 
May 23rd, 1891. 
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Consent Bill to be passed into law! How can Government’s prestige be main- 
tained if it has to listen to the prayer of such common people?” Wonder of 
wonders! the Sovereign’s prestige would be gone by granting the prayer 
of the subject! We never heard of such a thing before. We- have heard 
it said that in this uncivilised country of ours there was m ancient times a 
most uncivilised King named Ramachandra, who, having been mformed by 
his spies of a private conversation in the house of a common poor subject of 
his, sent into exile his dearly beloved wife who was adored as a goddess, 
And far from destroying the honour of that uncivilised King, that act of 
his has made him the very model of a popular ruler, so that he is still 
worshipped as an incarnation of the Deity Himself. But it is no use talking 
of those barbarous customs and practices, those, idle themes, the rulers duty 
of pleasing his subjects, the subjects’ duty of worshipping and venerating 
their ruler and so on. For a civilised ruler will not commit the barbarism of 


pleasing his subjects, nor shall we worship him like barbarians. We have long — | 


come to see that clearly; and what we do not still understand is how this 
thing prestige is maintained or how it is lost, and that is why we are making all 
this noise. Different people give different: explanations, and we cannot 


accept them. Hence our anxiety to obtain the correct explanation from the 
ruler himself. 


Therefore do we say—“ My Lord, has that prestige which it was supposed 
would have been destroyed by listening to the prayers of crores of subjects who 
were crying themselves hoarse over the Consent Bill, has that prestige been 
maintained in the Dewan Durbar at Munipur, by the imprisonment of the 
of the Sannyasis of Tarakeswar and of those who took part in the Benares 
riot, and in the confinement in hospital of the police officers and Mussulmans 
who figured in ‘the Shambazar riot? My Lord, inscrutable is your policy, 
unintelligible are your motives and ways of thinking, your prestige 1s something 
which thought cannot grasp and words cannot describe, and unprecedented, 
unthinkable, and unspeakable are your doings in India as the Paramount 
Power. 


We are uncivilised, and like uncivilised men we think that you alone are 
responsible for the acts that are done by your officials. Uncivilised as we are, 
we see no difference between the naked image of Kali, with its long protruding 
tongue, holding the skull and the sword in its hands, that adorable image in the 
militant attitude, and the image of Srikrishna, playing on the pipe, wearing 
garlands of wild flowers and dancing the ecstatic ras dance—we believe both to 
be manifestations of the Deity. And we believe in the same uncivilised fashion 


that you are Quinton, you are the police, you are the army, you are the muni- 
cipality, and you are your ownselves. 


What, as Quinton, you did in Munipur, you have not yet let the world 
know. My Lord, is it that on the plea of holding a durbar you laid a trap for 
capturing Tekendrajit, that you causelessly attacked men’s houses and killed 
their little boys and girls? Ii all this be true, then, My Lord, may we rather 
die a thousand deaths than have anything todo with your policy and prestige 
as a civilised ruler! There never will be another such dual manifestation, and 
we will have nothing to do with it. 


My Lord, are you not able to see that the misconceptions which widely . 


prevailed in the country in consequence of the temple demolition case at 
Durbhunga have been confirmed by the merciless, unfeeling and foolish manner 
in which you have passed that favourite law of yours—the Age of Consent Act? 
There can be no doubt that formerly the little interference which a reckless 
official here or a reckless official there made in the religion of the people caused 
dissatisfaction among them. But whether you believe it or not, the fact must 
be told that the interference which has now been made by you with the 
sastrus of the Hindus in the most public manner has extremely, alarmed them. 
My religion must bow to your morality—it is this most fearful statement that is 
causing all this trouble and danger. Witness the Tarakeswar, the Benares 
and the Shambazar riots. The fear of loss of religion is deeply agitating both 
Hindus and Mussulmans. My Lord, do you adopt a policy which will once for 


all allay that fear. Do not for fear of losing your prestige pave the path that 
will lead to ruin. | 


( 585 ) 
We do not ask you, though the ~ has the right to ask, that you should 


remove your subject’s fear and please him. We say—only remove from your 
subject’s mind the fear of loss of religion, and you will see that at a signal from 
your finger, prestige will acquire burning brilliancy. English rulers, we said to 
you last week—“ Our yjut is gone. Sodo you now listen to our prayer and 
preserve your own #jut and the jut of the Sovereign.” 

Where is the wjué of the chaste girlif she is looked upon with lustful 
eyes, of the man upon whom people cry shame, of the Sovereign if he is dis- 
regarded? And the afiray between the people and five hundred policemen 
in broad daylight and in the heart of the metropolis—is this, My Lord, the out- 
come of your heartless prestige? Is this the beneficial effect of your civilised 
policy? If you find yourselves compelled to preserve the peace by using lathis 
and breaking men’s heads, then say how pirates and budmashes will break the 
peace. | 

56. The same paper approves of the Government’s proposal to buy 

- up the piece of land on which stands the musjid, 
Rogrernment and the Circular which was the cause of the late riot in Calcutta, 
— and to make a gift of it to the Mahomedan com- 
munity. Government will do a really good act by carrying out this proposal. 
If the English Government always conducted itself in this way whenever the 
feelings of its subjects were wounded, the people of India would almost forget 
that they were living under an alien Government. 
57. The same paper says that, according to the Morning Post of Allahabad, 


| ce people in the North-Western Provinces are now 
wannaee : Pron p, ee inthe f requently heard talking of rebellion. The reason 
of this is said to be the increasing poverty of the 
people and interference with their religion by Government. The Morning Post 
being a North-Western paper, its reports as to what people say or do in those 
provinces should not be trifled with. ‘There ought to be an enquiry into this 
matter by Government, and the public should be informed of the result of the 
enquiry. | 
. 58. The Arydvarta, of the 23rd May, says that Syed Amir Hossein has 
Government and the musjid in told the Mahomedan community that Government 
Circular Road. will buy up the piece of land in Circular Road gn 
which the musjid is situated and make it over to that’ community. This will 
be a direct insult to the Hindu community. 
59. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 24th May, refers to the 


The Englishman newspaper on Lnglishman newspaper’s statement that in the musjid 
the musjid case. case the Hindu Subordinate Judge of Alipore gave 
judgment in favour of Suresa Chandra simply because the latter was a Hindu, 
and says that it is this Lnglishman which every now and then talks of prosecuting 
r_.cive editors for libel. 

60. The Hindi Bangavdst, of the 25th May, says that the Chinese have 

A Christian Missionary in burnt the house of an English Christian Missionary 
trouble in China. in China. Will the English undertake a war against 
China? Certainly not. But it would certainly have done so if the offenders 
had been the Burmese or the Manipuris. 

61. The same paper, of the 25th May, says that the British traders 
are destroying the religion of both the Hindus and 
the Mahomedans, for the salt that is imported by 
them from England into this country is purified with the bone of cows and the 
blood of swine. | 


British trade and Indian religion. 
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62. The Paridarshak, of the 18th May, says that if Tekendrajit was guilty 
of any offence, it was for the Maharaja of Manipur 
and not for the English Government to punish him. 
The English Government might have assisted the Maharaja in punishing 
Tekendrajit, if, being unable to punish him himself, the Maharaja had asked 
for its help. It was therefore unjust on the part of the English Government to 
seek to punish Tekendrajit without any reference to the Maharaja. The 
attempt was not only unjust but also impolitic, It was not unknown to the 


English Government that Tekendrajit was all in all in Manipur, and had at his 
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command the 6,000 rifles presented to the Maharaja of Manipur by the English 
Government as well as a number of cannon. It was also unwise to make the 
attempt at a time when the rains were about to set in and after the sad loss of 
life which had taken place shortly before in the Lushai war owing to the in- 
discretion of the authorities. Had the rains: set in in time, many soldiers 
would have died on the way. As it is, many soldiers have died of cholera, 
much money has been wasted, and people have suffered much. Jf Government 
was bent upon arresting Tekendrajit, it should have got him arrested by 
Mr. Grimwood, If it was thought necessary to send the Chief Commissioner 
for the purpose, the Maharaja should have been directed to come to Cachar 
with his Commander-in-Chief and to hold a durbar there. If that order 
had been: disobeyed, an expedition might have been sent to Manipur. It was 
also extremely unwise to hold the durbar at Manipur right in front of the 
Manipur guns. There is no parallel to this disaster in the annals of British rule . 
in India. It has cast a stain on English glory. That stain will not disappear © 
even if Manipur is levelled to the dust. meek 3 

Mr. Quinton acted according to the instructions of the Government of 
India, and that Government is therefore responsible for the disaster. The 
writer thinks that his being guilty of this great sin is the only reason of 
Lord Lansdowne’s intention to resign his office. But if this disaster is due to 
Lord Lansdowne alone, resignation will not be sufficient penance for it. 

Many savage tribes, such as the Lusahis, the Kukis, the Nagas, &c., live on 
the border of Manipur, and they are not well disposed towards the English 
Government. Many of these tribes hold the Maharaja of Manipur in great 
veneration and never engage in hostilities against him. If Manipur is annexed. 
.the Manipuris will become greatly dissatisfied and join these savage tribes, and 
thereby convert the frontier into a scene of constant skirmish and warfare which 
will cost the English Government innumerable lives and immense money. 
There can be no doubt that the Manipuris will gladly receive Maharaja Sura- 
chandra back as their ruler. If the English Government now installs Sura- 
chandra as the Maharaja of Manipur, it will earn praise in all quarters. 


_CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 
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